
FIRST QUARTER 2019 

  The President’s Corner  
 

I looked it up and found that I’ve been writing these newsletter articles now for 7 years. That’s 29 
issues and about 20,000 words. We’ve seen a lot together in that time, but one thing remains 
constant, the seasons keep changing and winter remains the quietest in Starlight Pines. What a 
great time to spend time in Starlight Pines if you’re a low-lander like me. 

 
I also want to take this moment in the new year to thank all the volunteers and board members 
who I’ve served with this past 7 years. Most of our owners have no idea how hard our team 
works and how much effort goes into keeping Starlight Pines one of the best run HOA’s in 
Northern Arizona. We work well together and I’m proud to have developed so many friendships. 
We are getting older together and it’s time for some of you younger owners to volunteer. We will 
be hosting board elections again late spring and the committees will all be getting back up to 
speed in April. Please reach out to one of us or the office if you have an itch to give some of your 
time and talent to our community. By the way, Patricia may be our community manager, but she 
is a full time SP owner who gives a lot of her own time to help as well. Thank you Tricia. 

The board will be working on our 2019/2020 budget starting in February. All committees and 
volunteers are requested to turn in your thoughts to help us budget properly for all the priorities. 

 
We have a new full-time deputy in the Blue Ridge area. Cody Watson is a welcome addition. We 
had a couple of break-ins including an attempt on the shed at our community center (the alarm 
scared them off). Having full time representation from the Sheriff came at the right time. With 
all the new construction in the area, there is concern that not all workers share our respect for 
others property. Please keep your attention focused on the unusual and reach out to the sheriff’s 
department with any concerns. Remember SP bumper stickers are available in the office to help 
the deputy recognize vehicles that belong in our neighborhood. The deputy is also cracking down 
on speeding and mostly off-road vehicles. Our roads are controlled by the county and all rules and 
laws of the road apply including posted speed limits. In Cody’s own words, “the honeymoon is 
over” and he’s writing tickets. 

As you know by now, your board of directors has approved a plan to completely rebuild our trash 
compactor site. This will include a second compactor and ensure our ability to service the 
community for the next 40 years. Construction was expected to begin in the spring, but the 
contractor decided to get as much done during the winter as possible to avoid construction when 
part timers start coming back. A temporary trash haul away site has been established in the 
parking lot at the community center. This will be available to residents only until the new site is 
complete. 

The Firewise Committee and Board would like to thank all owners for the tremendous response 
this last fall to the bark beetle infestation. About 25% of all lots were impacted and hundreds of 
trees were lost. There is little we can do to stop the spread of the beetles except take away their 
habitat by immediately removing dying and dead trees and seriously thinning our lots to allow for 
much healthier remaining trees. But our community stepped up and took very seriously the need 
to remove infected trees. The Firewise Committee will continue to inspect lots and tag infected 
trees. You will be notified if your lot is impacted. The regular Firewise inspections of lots 201 
through 400 will take place in May and June. Please prepare your lots in advance. 

 
On a final and very positive note, I want to congratulate our Starlighters led by Bonnie Steele who 
set another record last year with fund raising and gave a new record amount to several charities 
who deeply appreciate what they do. Our community is lucky to have the Starlighters Auxiliary. 
They represent us extremely well. 

Until next time, we remain good neighbors, 
 

Mike Bradley, Board President 
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Committee Contact Information 
Property Rules Committee 
Rosemary Brown-Jaeger 
Compactor 
Ray Weimer 
Firewise Education Committee 
TBD 
Green Belt Committee 
Don Cacioppo 
Web Site Committee 

(928) 477-2602 

(480) 540-3283 
 
(928) 477-2602 
 
(480) 305-4823 

Community Center Office Hours 

(800) 338-7888 

(928) 477-2751 

Community Contact Information 
Blue Ridge Fire Department 
Philip Paine 

Sheriff ‘s Department 
Cody Watson 

SPHOA Board of Directors 
 

Contact Information for Board of Directors 

Name Phone E-Mail Address 

Michael Bradley 
President 

928-477-2602 sphoa1216@tds.net Lot 273 / 4811 Lone Pine Circle 
3632 E. Park Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85044 

Bill Patterson 
Vice President 

928-477-2602 sphoa1216@tds.net Lot 244 /2541 Roundup Ln. 
14645 N. 30th Dr. 
Phoenix, AZ 85053-4803 

Connie Kiser 
Secretary 

928-477-2602 sphoa1216@tds.net Lot 97 /4913 Horseshoe Dr. 
7644 W. Michigan Ave. 
GlendaleAZ 85308 

Sue Davis 
Treasurer 

928-477-2602 sphoa1216@tds.net Lot 352 / 3434 Starlight Dr. 
9420 E. Casitas Del Rio Dr. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85255-4330 

Kim Traver 
Director at Large 

928-477-2602 sphoa1216@tds.net Lot 178 /4386 Lariat Way 
901 E. Country Gables Dr. 
Phoenix, AZ 85022 

Rosemary Jaeger 
Director at Large 

928-477-2602 sphoa1216@tds.net Lot 90 / 4671 Horseshoe Dr. 
Happy Jack, AZ 86024-9740 

Bill Cross 
Director at Large 

928-477-2602 sphoa1216@tds.net Lot 454 / 2947 Choctaw Ridge 
1124 E. Vogel Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85020-2621 

Bill Stephens 
Director at Large 

928-477-2602 sphoa1216@tds.net Lot 265/4665 Point Circle 
Happy Jack, AZ 86024 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Patricia Birtwistle 
Architectural Committee 

(928) 477-2602 Tuesday thru Saturday 9 am to 2 pm 
Trisha Birtwistle Community Manager 

Kim Traver (928) 477-2602 sphoa1216@tds.net 
Starlighters Committee 
Bonnie Steele, chair 

 

(480) 861-9780 
 

The phone numbers are: 
Newsletter Editor 
Bonnie Steele 

 
(480) 861-9780 

Office 928-477-2602 
Fax 928-477-2295 
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For those who may be new to Starlight Pines and as a reminder to all of us, the purpose 
and use of the Greenbelts is as follows: 

 
•  The primary purpose of the greenbelts is for flood control. 
• Greenbelts are to be used only for hiking and horseback riding. 
•  NO motorized vehicles of any kind, including ATV’s are allowed in the greenbelts except those used for 

maintenance. 
• Property owners can arrange, with prior approval of the Greenbelt Committee, for access to the green- 

belts for your property clean-up. 
• Please use and enjoy the Greenbelts as they are intended to be used. If you notice any problem areas, 

please contact a committee member. 
Greenbelt Committee: Don Cacioppo, Dave Lutz, Dave Ihns, Buddy & Sue Peck, Dan & Margaret Knox 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

Greenbelt Usage 
 

*CAUTION* 

Only roads listed on the Coconino 
National Forest Vehicle Map may be 

driven on. 

NO TRASH BAGS may be left at the BLY PIT! 
If you must use trash bags to transport the yard 

cleanings, please empty the bags there and 
take them home with you. 

No Short-Term Vacation Rentals. 
Property Rule 3.1.3 An Inn or Bed and Breakfast Facility 
No residence in Starlight Pines shall be used as an Inn for paying guests or as a Hunting or Fishing Lodge, 
Short-Term Vacation Rental, or Bed and Breakfast Facility. CC&R Violation Fines will be levied. 

 
* * All Dogs * * 

Must Be On Leashes or 
Inside Fences! 

It is essential that your contact 
information is kept up to date at our 

HOA office. If they want to report a 
problem with your property, this is their 

“go-to” source. They may need to contact 
property owners using an email blast or 

personally call you. 
Your SPHOA newsletter will be mailed to 

the address in our data bank. 

PLEASE NOTE: Until further notice, 
2 Trash Bins are temporarily located at the 

Community Center parking lot while construction is 
taking place at the trash compactor site. These are 

for use by SP property owners only! 
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Financial Report 
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Firewise Report 
The Firewise Education Committee says goodbye to a most effective leader. Sue Peck, Chairperson of the Committee, is 
retiring. Her time and energy are needed with her family due to recent changes. In typical Sue Peck fashion, she made sure that 
all the reports and other criteria were completed for our 2019 national recertification. Through her tenure as chair of the 
committee, Sue has definitely left the Starlight Pines community in a better place. She led the Committee and the community 
through two successful inspections, the results of which are very impressive. The inspection for 2017 involved all 612 lots, 601 of 
which are now compliant (a 98% compliance rate). The 2018 inspection included lots 1-200. All but five of the 200 are now 
compliant. In addition to the Firewise inspections, the Committee also assumed the responsibility of inspecting all lots for trees 
and firewood infested with bark beetles. 130 lots were identified as having trees or firewood needing to be removed. As of 
December 1st all of the 130 were compliant. This remarkable record is the result of many hours of hard work by the Committee 
under the leadership of Sue Peck, who performed many of the inspections and re-inspections herself along with her husband 
Buddy. Buddy also performed an invaluable service as the Committee’s technology expert. None of the accomplishments would 
have been possible without precise record keeping. Buddy Peck’s detailed and constantly updated spreadsheets on My Dropbox 
made keeping track of all these activities possible. As a result of the Pecks’ leadership and hard work, Starlight Pines is now a safer 
and more beautiful community. 

A major Firewise challenge during the last half of 2018 was the bark beetle outbreak. The bark beetle threat became obvious 
in August, and the HOA board took immediate action, utilizing the Firewise Committee as the main resource. Mike Bradley, 
board president, called a special board meeting to decide the actions that must be taken to deal with this crisis. The meeting was 
a packed house with property owners from all Blue Ridge communities. Firewise presented a PowerPoint, experts from Payson 
and Flagstaff answered questions, and the Board made several key decisions. A letter from Mike Bradley would explain the 
situation, Firewise would inspect all lots as soon as possible, marking all infested trees that the homeowners would be required to 
remove; a courtesy phone call from a Firewise volunteer would give affected homeowners a “heads up” so they could take 
immediate action; and when inspections were complete, the Property Rules Committee, working with Firewise, would mail a 
letter explaining to homeowners that they had 30 days to remove their infested trees, or the HOA would have them removed at 
the owner’s expense in order to protect adjacent properties. To accomplish the inspections, Sue Peck recruited several new 
members, and held a training session with bark beetle experts. She supplied each team of two inspectors with a map of lots they 
were to inspect along with marking tape, and inspections were completed in just a few days. The dedication of our Firewise 
committee members was more than impressive. They stepped up to the plate when others were not available and really did the 
leg-work for the bark beetle project. They are an amazing group of volunteers and the success of the committee is based on their 
time and efforts. The community also responded magnificently. As a result of the courtesy call, most homeowners had removed 
their infested trees even before they received the 30-day notice. 

The prompt action taken by our community saved many trees, but our bark beetle problem is not over. This outbreak is the 
result of the Tinder Fire, causing swarms of beetles to infest adjacent areas, and a severe drought. From October 2017 to the 
beginning of August 2018, Starlight Pines received less than 4 inches of rain and an almost insignificant amount of snow. An article in 
the April 10th edition of the Payson Roundup about the closure to boating on the Cragin Reservoir showed just how severe the 
drought was. The article stated: “the reservoir remains at 22 percent, at the end of the winter runoff season when it normally fills to 
the brim.” Of course, the tragic consequence of this drought was the loss to bark beetles of so many beautiful pine trees. Because 
pines need water to manufacture the pitch that they use to defend themselves, the bark beetles were able to invade many trees 
almost unimpeded. However, weather permitting, our trees will recover, but based on past outbreaks complete recovery will 
probably take three years, during which time we will lose many more trees. To minimize this tree loss, we must remain vigilant and 
remove infested trees as soon as they are recognized. 

Based on the 2018 recommendation of the National Firewise Inspection Team, our 2019 and 2020 Firewise inspections will 
focus on thinning, defensible space around structures, and bark beetle infestations. In the coming months Firewise will be supplying 
lot owners with information on these objectives . 

 

Firewise Education Committee: 

Larry Butler, Bob Dahlgren, Conrad Davis, Linda Knaeble, Patty O' Brien (a volunteer during the bark beetle crisis), 

Dan & Margaret Knox, Dave and Pam Ihns, Dave Lutz, Tom & Paula Osterday, and Bill Patterson (Board Liaison) 
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Starlighters Upcoming Events  
 

   
 

***************************************************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

********************  
************************** ************** 

2019 Community Breakfasts  
Feb. 23 
Mar. 31 

8-9:30am @ Community Center 
Menus to be determined. 

Come just for coffee with your 
neighbors if you aren’t hungry! 

Come early! 
We often run out of food! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Your Community involvement is 
what makes our fundraisers 

so successful. 

Starshine Project Quilting 
9am-noon last Tuesday of the 
month at Community Center. 
Fun times and Refreshments!! 
No experience necessary! If you 
would like to help work on this 

project, or for more info: 
contact 

Naila Erwin 928-477-2715 

Starlighters 
Business 
Meetings 

10am 
@ Community 

Center 
1st meeting 

March 8, 2019 

1st Quarter, 2019 Bunco Schedule 
S.P. Community Center 1:30pm 

Always subject to change! 
For more info: contact 

Bonnie Steele 480-861-9780 

Jan. 4, 18 

Feb. 1, 15 

Mar. 1, 15, 29 

*************************** 
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A small group of Starlighters had a 
fulfilling day shopping for 10 people from 
3 families adopted for Christmas through 
Alice’s Place in Winslow. 

 
 

A $300 Check was Given to Central Arizona 
Humane Society in Payson. 

 

A $500 Check was Received by Rev. Jerry Foust 
for Presbyterian Deacon’s Pantry in Payson. 

19 Ladies from the Blue Ridge Communities Attended a Christmas Luncheon 
Organized by The Starlighters on Dec 07 at La Posada’s Turquoise Room. 
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SHARING is CARING 
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Starshines’ Homemade lap robes 

Were Delivered to Payson Care Center . 
Starshines’ Homemade Items Were Delivered to 

The Birthing Unit at Payson Hospital. 
 

  

 
Starshine received a donation of over 50 

handmade bears and several other stuffed 
animals from Pat Norton, a former resident of 

Starlight Pines and a Starlighters leader. 
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A special thank you to a special lady! 
The Starlighters Committee would like to 
express our gratitude to Naila Erwin. She is 

always willing to donate her time and efforts, and 
our group relies on her wisdom and guidance. 
She also devotes a lot of her time to being our 

Treasurer and keeps our money straight. Naila is 
our kitchen manager and helps out in purchasing 

the food and essentials for our community 
breakfasts. We Starlighters would be lost without 

Naila Erwin! 
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EXERCISE! 
Mon-Wed-Fri. 

Starlight Pines Community Center 
7:20am Floor Exercises! 

8am walking exercise group! 
Contacts for more info: 

Linda Knaeble 928-451-4301 
Caroline Weimer 480-540-7828 

 
 

BOOKMOBILE 
1st Quarter 2019 Schedule 
First Tuesday of The Month 

Jan TBD, Feb 5, Mar 5 
Blue Ridge Ranger Station 

12:30-1:00pm 
Starlight Pines Community Center 

1:15-1:45pm 

Starlight Pines Bumper Stickers Serve Two Purposes: 
1. To identify you as a property owner in Starlight Pines when seen by law enforcement 

officers and other residents, so they know you belong in the area. 
2. To identify you to other residents and local law enforcement officers if stranded out 

on the highway. 
You can get your bumper stickers at the SPHOA office for $5 cash or check during 

business hours: Tuesday thru Saturday 9 am to 2 pm. 
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Trash Compactor Update 
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The Starlight Pines Board of Directors is sending you 
best wishes for the coming year. 

2018 presented us with many challenges and our community 
responded well by working together to assist our neighbors. 

Thank you for coming together and making Starlight Pines a great 
place to live. Our volunteers in every committee are dedicated 

and greatly appreciated. 

BE GOOD NEIGHBORS IN 
2019 
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Fireworks are 
NEVER ALLOWED in the 

Coconino National Forest! 

Outdoor Fires are 
NEVER ALLOWED in 

Starlight Pines! 
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Propane $2.75 per gallon 

The Starlight Pines Newsletter is the Board’s primary 
way to keep you informed. We are not responsible for 

the quality of the products or services provided 
by the advertisers. 
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   2019 1st Quarter Schedule of  Events  
 

January 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 
New 
Years 
Day 

2 3 4 
Bunco 
1:30pm 

5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
Bunco 
1:30pm 

19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

 
 
 

February 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 
Bunco 
1:30pm 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Board 
Meeting 

9am 

10 11 12 13 14 
Valen- 
tines 
Day 

15 
Bunco 
1:30pm 

16 

17 18 
Presi- 
dents 
Day 

19 20 21 22 23 
Breakfast 
8-9:30am 

24 25 26 27 28   

 
 

Starlight Pines 
Homeowners Association 

March 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRSRT STD 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

WINSLOW, AZ 
PERMIT #7 

STARLIGHT PINES 
2740 Arapaho Dr. 

Happy Jack, AZ 86024 

A Firewise Community 

Address Service Requested 

SUN MON TUE WE THU FRI SAT 
     1 

Bunco 
1:30pm 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

     Star- 
lighters 
Meeting 

10am 

Board 
Meeting 

9am 

10 11 12 13 14 15 
Bunco 
1:30pm 

16 

17 
St   

Patrick's 
Day 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 
Starshine 
9-11am 

27 28 29 
Bunco 
1:30pm 

30 

31       
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